CALL TO ORDER 9:14am
TRUSTEE ROLL CALL

Florence Township Trustees
11011 Chapel St., Wakeman, OH 44889
www.florencetwp.com
Special Zoning Meeting
7-3-2024 9:15am
MINUTES
DRAFT

John Krumwiede Present
Orville Sayler Present
Bill Turnbull Present

Fences, Walls and Other Protective Barriers — Trustee Public Hearing
A proposed amendment to the zoning resolution was recommended for passage by the Florence Township Zoning
Commission, during a public hearing, on June 12, 2024, and certified to the Florence Township Board of Trustees on

June 17, 2024. Erie Regi

onal Planning Commission has reviewed the approved changes.

ARTICLE 22 FENCES, WALLS AND OTHER PROTECTIVE BARRIERS

1) General

A)

B)

C)

The erection, construction or alteration of any fence, wall, or other type of
protective barrier shall be approved by the zoning inspector as to their
conforming to the requirement of the zoning district wherein they are required
because of land use development and to the requirements of this Section.

No fence, wall, structure or planting shall be erected, established or maintained
on any corner lot which will obstruct the view of a drive or a vehicle approaching
the intersection, excepting that shade trees would be permitted where all
branches are not less than eight (8) feet above the road level. Such
unobstructed corner shall mean a triangular area formed by the street property
lines and a line connecting them at points twenty-five (25) feet from the
intersection of the street lines or in the case of a rounded property corner from
the intersection of the street property lines extended. This shall not prohibit the
establishment of shrubbery thirty (30) inches or less in height.

All fences must be constructed out of wood, metal, chain link, vinyl, aluminum,
brick, or wrought iron. Any fence constructed out of concrete barriers or wall is
strictly prohibited. All materials must be approved by the zoning inspector.

2) Residentially Zoned Areas

A)

B)

C)

D)

E)

3) Comm
A)

B)

Side and Rear Fences: Fences constructed within a side or rear yard shall not
be higher than six (6) feet except as provided herein.

Planting, Fences and Walls in Front Yard: No fence, wall or hedge shall rise
over three (3) feet in height on any required front yard. No fence, wall or hedge
planting shall interfere with visibility from a driveway.

Fences on recorded lots having a lot area in excess of five (5) acres and a
frontage of at least two hundred (200) feet and acreage or parcels not included
within the boundaries of a recorded plat, in all residential districts are excluded
from these regulations.

Fences on lots of record shall not contain barbed wire, electric current or charge
of electricity.

Fences which enclose public or institutional parks, situated within an area
developed with the recorded lots shall not exceed six (6)feet in height measured
from the surface of the ground and shall not obstruct vision to an extent greater
than twenty-five percent (25%) of their total area.

ercial and Industrial Zoned Areas

Fences shall be limited to a height of eight (8) feet and be of sturdy construction,
of uniform design, painted and/or otherwise well maintained.

Fences shall be set back at least twenty-five (25) feet from the road right-of-
way.



C) The use of barbed wire on fences shall require approval of the Zoning Board of
Appeals and the following conditions shall be met:

)] Barbed wire may be used on a security fencing, but shall be limited to
three (3) strands.
1)) Barbed wire shall not project beyond the property line.

i) Barbed wire shall not be used less than eight (8) feet from grade.

4) Fences and walls

A) All fences, retaining walls, or similar structures shall be anchored firmly in the
ground, shall be constructed in a workmanlike manner and maintained in that
same manner so that fences, retaining walls, or similar structures shall always
be in the state of good repair. If any fence, retaining wall, or similar structure is
found not to be in the state of good repair, it shall be removed, replaced, or
repaired as required. Except when constructed of materials that have been
designed or manufactured to remain untreated, all fences shall be treated
periodically with paint or chemicals so as to retard deterioration.

5) A) Site plans for fences do not need to be survey stamped, but we do
recommend that a survey be done to ensure the exact location of
the property line. There are no setback requirements for fences.
Fences in the rear yard area may be solid (i.e. privacy) and no
greater than six feet (6’ft) in height.

6) Construction, maintenance and repair

A) The height of the fence shall be measured from the finished grade.
The posts and all other supporting portions of the fence shall not
exceed the maximum height permitted by more than four (4)
inches.

B) The smooth finished side of the fence shall be the side that faces
outward from the yard being fenced, and any horizontal, diagonal,
or supporting members shall be on the interior side of the fence.

C) When erected near a property or lot line, the entire fence and any
of its supporting structures or appurtenances shall be contained
within the lot or property of the person erecting or having erected
said fence.

D) The following fence materials are prohibited in the Township:
razor wire, pallets, barbed wire, or guard rail.

E) Open fences permitted in any use district, unless otherwise
indicated are: chain link, bollard and chain, open picket, smooth
rail, split rail, or contemporary rail, and wrought iron style/design
fences.

F) Solid fences permitted in any use district include: board on board
or alternating board on board fences, solid picket fences, stockade
or palisade fences, brick, stone wall, greenery, bushes or earthen

mounds.
G) Maintenance. All fences shall be maintained in accordance with

the following:

1. The property owner shall maintain the fence in a condition fit
for the intended use and any local regulations.

2. The property owner of any fence shall be liable to maintain
the fence.

3. Every fence is to be kept in a safe and secure condition, and

in a neat and orderly condition at all times, and to prevent
rust, corrosion, rotting, or other deterioration in the physical
appearance of such fence.



DISCUSSION

Trustees discussed whether there was language in the Ohio Revised Code that provided guidance regarding fence

regulations. It was agreed that this resolution would provide some restriction of barrier fences.

Visitor from Garfield Road explained current fence situation with neighbor and asked on how current regulations
could be enforced and who is responsible for enforcement. Trustees agreed to research the issue.

RESOLUTION #2024-23
Fences, Walls and Other Protective Barriers

MOTION to approve amendment of Article 22 Fences, Walls and Other Protective Barriers to
the Zoning Resolution Book.

John Krumwiede

MOTION TO APPROVE SECONDED BY

Orville Sayler

VOTING RESULTS

YES:3  NO:

Resolution will be recorded at the Erie County Recorders Office.

ADJOURNMENT at 9:33am

MOTION to adjourn

Orville Sayler

MOTION TO APPROVE SECONDED BY

John Krumwiede

VOTING RESULTS

YES:3 NO:




